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Theo checked in at the front office and returned his release form. His classmates were in fourth 

lesson Chemistry, and Theo wanted to avoid walking in late. Instead, he went to Mr Mount’s tiny 

office, down the hall from his classroom. The door was open, and, luckily, Mr Mount was at his 

desk, eating a sandwich and watching the local news on his laptop. 

‘Have a seat,’ Mr Mount said, and Theo sat in the only other chair in his office. 5 

‘So I guess you know,’ Theo said. 

‘Oh, yes. It’s all over the news,’ Mr Mount slid his laptop over a few inches so Theo could have a 

better look. The sheriff was talking to a gang of reporters. He was saying that there was no sign of 

Mr Duffy. They had searched his home and found nothing. Both of his vehicles, a Mercedes sedan 

and a Ford SUV, were locked and parked in the garage. Evidently Mr Duffy had played golf, alone, 10 

late Sunday afternoon and was seen leaving the course by a caddy. He was in his golf cart and 

headed in the general direction of his home on the highway, the same route the caddy had seen him 

take many times after playing a round. At 10:30 on Sunday night, Pete Duffy spoke by phone to 

Clifford Nance, his lawyer, and according to Nance, agreed to meet with his defence team at 

7:00am sharp for a lengthy prep session. 15 

Pete Duffy lived two miles east of town in a fairly new development called Waverly Creek, an 

upscale residential community designed around three golf courses and meant to offer its residents a 

lot of privacy. Entry and exit were monitored twenty-four hours a day by guards at gates, with 

surveillance cameras recording everything. The sheriff was positive Pete Duffy had not left 

Waverly Creek during the night through one of the gates. ‘There are some gravel roads leading in 20 

and out, and I suppose that’s where he went,’ the sheriff speculated. It was obvious the sheriff had 

little patience with reporters.  

He went on to say there was no indication, yet, of how Pete Duffy fled. On foot, bike, scooter, four-

wheeler, golf cart -  they had not been able to determine that. But, there was no record of Duffy 

owning a scooter, motorcycle, or other type of vehicle that required registration. 25 

In response to random and thoughtless questions, the sheriff explained that (1) there was no 

evidence of an accomplice in the Duffy escape; (2) there was no evidence of foul play, as if an 

intruder, for some unknown reason, wanted to eliminate Duffy the night before he was to stand trial 

and (3) so far, they had found no witness who laid eyes on Duffy after the caddy saw him drive 

away with his golf clubs. 30 
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When the sheriff had finally had enough, he excused himself. The news station switched back to the 

studio, where a couple of  news anchors launched into a windy summary of what little had just been 

said by the sheriff. 

‘So where is he?’ Mr Mount asked, chewing on his sandwich. 

‘I can’t believe he would take off in the middle of the night on foot through the woods,’ Theo said. 35 

‘What’s your theory?’ 

‘An accomplice. Duffy is not the outdoor type, not a man who understands the woods and what it 

takes to survive. I’ll bet he slipped away from his house after midnight when his neighbours were 

sound asleep, used a bicycle because he didn’t want to make noise, and rode a mile or two down a 

trail where his accomplice was waiting. They tossed a bike in the trunk of a car, or the back of a 40 

pickup, and away they  went. He wasn’t due in court until 9.00am, so they had a head start of seven 

or eight hours.’  

‘You’re really into this, aren’t you?’ Theo asked, amused. 

‘Sure. And you’re not?’ 

‘Of course, but I haven’t given it as much thought as you. Where is he right now?’ 45 

‘Far away. The police have no idea what kind of vehicle they’re driving, so they’re home free until 

more clues pop up. He could be anywhere.’ 

‘You think they’ll catch him?’ 

‘Something tells me they will not. This might be the perfect escape, especially if he has an 

accomplice.’ 50 

Mr. Mount was in his midthirties and, at least in Theo’s opinion, was by far the coolest teacher at the 

school. His father was a judge and his older brother was a lawyer, and he often talked of leaving the 

classroom and going to law school. He sponsored the Year 8 Debate Team. Theo was his star, and so 

the two had developed a close friendship. As they watched the news on the laptop, both minds were 

spinning wild scenarios about what had happened to Pete Duffy. How had he really managed to 55 

disappear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


