
English – Form 2 Secondary – 2014                                                                                                                    Page 1 of 4 
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Annual Examinations for Sports School 2014 

 
 

FORM 2                                                            ENGLISH                                      TIME: 1h 30min                  

   

SECTION 1 – COMPREHENSION 

Read the following text and then answer the questions below.                         (35 marks) 

The two Maltese middle distance runners stand shoulder to shoulder when the last kilometre 

mark comes into view. At stake is the coveted 5000 metres gold medal at the Mediterranean 

Games which are being held in Malta. The two middle distance Maltese athletes are leading the 

pack. They have a comfortable lead over the rest of the field. They are bosom friends but at that 

moment each of them is totally absorbed in winning gold. They both share an indomitable will 5 

to succeed.  

Ibrahim Farah, 18, a naturalised Maltese who was born in Somalia and Frank Muscat Pulis, 18, 

are locked in an enthralling contest for the gold medal. Both athletes have, in spite of their racial 

and religious differences, a lot in common. They are training partners. They spend most of their 

free time in each other’s company. They have both lost their parents.   10 

Ibrahim is the eldest of 7 siblings born to well-off Somalian parents, who had to leave their 

spacious house and all their belongings to flee their war-torn country. They had to pay a small 

fortune to reach a North African country and from there embark on a perilous sea journey to the 

south coast of Sicily on a rickety trawler overfilled with 310 immigrants aboard. A sudden 

storm had capsized the trawler when they were close to the Maltese coast.  Ibrahim was one of 15 

the few who was lucky enough to be saved from drowning. He lost his whole family. Frank had 

also lost his parents in a fatal traffic accident when they were returning home from a family 

event. Frank was also lucky enough to be staying at his maternal grandfather as he was running 

a fever. 

Frank had met Ibrahim in far different, inauspicious circumstances several years back. School 20 

had restarted and he was walking briskly towards the school canteen when his attention was 

drawn to a crowd of students surrounding a thickset student taunting and baiting mercilessly a 

black immigrant student. He was tempted to join in the bullying but when he drew close and 

saw the look of abject terror in the black student’s face, he was torn by guilt and drew away. 

The chance to make amends came when he found himself training with the bullied immigrant as 25 

both had written their names on an application form that had been pinned to the school 

noticeboard, encouraging students to join the school athletics team. He went out of his way to 

befriend Ibrahim. A deep friendship soon blossomed. 
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Their pace is electrifying.  In the last two kilometres Frank tries to force the pace, knowing that 

Ibrahim has a stronger finish but each time Frank accelerates, Ibrahim keeps up with the sudden 30 

change in gear. When the bell goes for the last lap, Frank is still leading. 

In the straight, 100 metres away from the finishing line, Frank musters the last dregs of energy 

for a burst, that takes him away from Ibrahim. Victory seems to be his.  Just 60 metres from 

glory, tragedy strikes. As he stretches his stride, he feels his hamstring tighten and then tear.  He 

falters in pain but hobbles on. Ibrahim sweeps past, certain of victory. And then the unexpected 35 

happens. Ibrahim refuses to claim sole undeserved victory. He turns back, draws his hand round 

Frank’s right shoulder and together they cross the finishing line. Both win the gold medal.  The 

crowd is silent for several seconds, holding its collective breath and then as if responding to a 

common prompt, the crowd rises and starts to clap their hands for several minutes. The applause 

is thunderous. 40 

This true-to-life story is testimony to the victory of will over adversity, the heroism of self-

sacrifice, the values of sport and the power of true friendship. 

The power of friendship in Daily News written by Mark Funcast 

 

 

1. Underline the correct answer. 

 This text is taken from                                          (2 marks) 

(a) an encyclopedia 

(b) a biography 

(c) an article 

 

 

2. Indicate whether these statements are True or False. Tick () in the correct column.   

                                                                                                                                     (6 marks) 

                   

 TRUE FALSE 

(i) The two Maltese middle distance runners were in front.  

 

  

(ii) Ibrahim’s family was poor. 

 

  

(iii) Both Ibrahim and Frank are single children. 

 

  

(iv) Frank was not in the car that was involved in the tragic car 

accident that killed his parents. 

 

  

(v) Frank decided not to bully the black immigrant as he saw 

the head of school moving towards the crowd of students. 

  

(vi) At the end of the race the crowd immediately burst out in a 

deafening applause. 
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3. List 4 things that Ibrahim and Frank had in common.                            (4 marks) 

 

(i) ______________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) ______________________________________________________________________ 

(iii) ______________________________________________________________________ 

(iv) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. List two differences between the two athletes.                                        (2 marks) 

 

(i) ______________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why did Frank do his best to befriend Ibrahim?                                                           (2 marks) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why did Frank try to force the pace in the second part of the race?               (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. Why do you think the writer uses the present simple to describe the race?                  (3 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8. (i)   Do you think that this is a true story? Tick () in the correct box.                       (1 mark) 

  Yes          No                           

 

(ii) Quote a word from the text that supports your answer.   ________________     (2 marks)  
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9. Find words in the passage that mean the same as:                 (3 marks) 

intimate     (1
st
 Paragraph) _______________________ 

dangerous  (3
rd

 Paragraph) _______________________ 

teasing        (4
th

 Paragraph) _______________________ 

  

10. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the text.                           (3 marks) 

coveted  (line 2)  -  _______________________________ 

absorbed  (line 5)  -  _______________________________ 

blossomed (line 28)  -   _______________________________ 

 

11. In not more than 30 words of your own words write down what you consider to be two 

lessons that one can learn from this text.                                                             (5 marks)

                                                     

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SECTION 2 – COMPOSITION                                          (50 marks) 

 

You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly presentation of your material, correct 

layout, spelling, punctuation and grammar, idiomatic expression and choice of an appropriate style. 

You are expected to write between 150 and 200 words on any title you may choose. 

 

1. Write an article for your school magazine on the benefits of practising a sport. 

 

2. Write a story entitled “The Bully”. 

 

3. Write a biography of an imaginary or real sportsperson. 

 

4. Write an email to your friend in which you describe a sporting event that s/he could not 

attend because s/he was taken ill on the day of the event. 
 

Start the email in this way: 
 

To:  

From:  

Subject:  
 


