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SECTION 1 – COMPREHENSION                                                                                   35 marks 

Read the following text and then answer the questions below.                        

The ad in Sierra magazine promised the adventure of a lifetime: a fortnight of hiking through northern 

Canadian wilderness, with the possibility of seeing the world’s largest land carnivore, the polar bear. 

“If you dream of experiencing a place that is both pristine and magical, a land of spirits and polar 

bears rarely seen by humans,” the ad said, “this is the trip you have been waiting for.” 

Two experienced Sierra Club guides were the leaders of the group; Rick Gross and Marta Chase. The 5 

pair had guided 13 trips together. It was Gross’s idea to go into Torngat Mountains National Park in 

Canada’s Arctic tundra. He’d never seen a polar bear in the wild, and he was drawn to the area’s 

mystical terrain. Only a few hundred people went to the park each year, and Gross wanted to be part 

of that club. Chase did, too, but she worried about hiking in polar bear country. 

Polar bears sit at the top of the Arctic food chain. A large male can weigh as much as 1,700 pounds 10 

and stand ten feet tall. They spend most of their lives on the sea ice, waiting for seals. Polar bears 

tend to stay clear of humans, but scientists predict that this may be changing. As the ice-free period 

increases, it’s predicted that more bears will come into contact with humans, which could have deadly 

consequences. After all, to a starving polar bear, a human is just meat. 

 On Sunday, July 21, 2013, a floatplane carrying the Sierra Club party descended toward the eastern 15 

shore of the Torngats and deposited the seven hikers: Larry Rodman, 63, Marilyn Frankel, 65, Keith 

Isenberg, 55, Chase’s husband, Tom Mendez, 63, and Matt Dyer, 48. The landscape was desolate but 

breath-taking. The first thing the group did was set up camp 150 metres from the shore. While the 

Parks Canada website “strongly encourages” visitors to hire licensed Inuit bear guards who have 

taken a special safety course and are permitted to carry guns, Chase and Gross talked to a local who 20 

told them that flare guns, bear spray, and electric fences offered the necessary protection. They set up 

two electric fences: one around the campsite, the other around the area where they would cook and 

store their food. Each fence stood about three feet high and consisted of three parallel wires suspended 

from posts. The wires had five to seven kilovolts of charge—not enough to injure a polar bear but 

supposedly enough to send it running. 25 

At about 3:30 p.m., they reached a stream near their campsite. Mendez was walking barefoot in the 

water when Dyer saw something coming toward them. “Polar bear!” he shouted. “Get back here!” 

The animal was about 150 metres away and approaching them. It looked larger and had a fuller coat 

than the female they’d seen that morning. Mendez rejoined the group, and the hikers clustered, 

following polar bear defence protocol: Stand together. Make yourself seem big. Make loud noises, 30 

especially metal on metal. Still, the bear kept coming. Gross pulled out his flare gun. “I’m going to 
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shoot,” he told Chase when the animal was within 50 metres. “I think that’s a good idea,” she replied. 

The flare shot forward with a flash of light, but the bear kept advancing. Only when the shell landed 

in front of it, causing a second burst, did the bear run off. The group cheered and clapped. But the 

bear didn’t go far. It settled on a ledge about 300 metres away, with a clear view of the camp.  35 

Meanwhile, the hikers hurriedly reached the safety of their camp, seeking cover from the downpour. 

Most members of the group went to their tents to nap, but Dyer was uneasy. He stayed outside, 

watching the bear for an hour, until he took a nap. Afternoon turned into evening, and still the bear 

remained nearby. At 6 p.m., the campers went to the cooking area. Using the zoom lenses on their 

cameras, they watched the bear roll on its back and lie on its belly. To Frankel, it looked like a big 40 

dog. But to others, it was disconcerting. Dyer, particularly, couldn’t shake his unease. “Why don’t 

we post a watch?” he asked. But Gross wasn’t worried. “That’s what the fence is for,” he told Dyer. 

Isenberg slept fitfully, and every time he woke up, he checked to see if the bear was still there. It was. 

But by about 1 a.m., it had disappeared. 

At 3:30 a.m., he woke to screams. From the window of her tent, Chase saw a polar bear a few feet 45 

away. It was down on all fours, eyes level with her, huge and white except for the black of its eyes 

and nose. “Rick!” she screamed, yelling for Gross. The bear tore at a neighbouring tent and dragged 

it into the darkness. Gross grabbed his flare gun, ran out in his long underwear, and aimed at the bear. 

The animal was 75 feet away, heading west. Something was dangling from its mouth. He saw that 

what was in the bear’s mouth was not a thing at all—it was Dyer.  Dyer had sometimes thought about 50 

how it would feel before he died, what that terrifying last moment would be like. But instead of fear 

or panic, he was filled with a great sense of calm. With his head in the bear’s jaws, he saw a flash of 

light and heard the flare gun. The bear dropped him hard and fled. Dyer was in shock, mercifully, and 

couldn’t feel any pain. Gross handed his gun to Frankel so she could cover him. “I’ve got to get out 

there,” he said. Isenberg went with him. About 75 feet from the campsite, they found Dyer’s 55 

crumpled, blood-drenched body. They thought he was dead.  

 

By Sabrina Shankman, InsideClimate News 

1. Underline the correct answer. 

 

 This text is taken from                                                    (1 mark) 

(a) an encyclopaedia 

(b) an article 

(c) a travel brochure 

 

2. Mark () the following sentences TRUE or FALSE.                                                   (3 marks) 

 

 TRUE FALSE 

(i) The hiking trip was fourteen days long. 

 

  

(ii) This was Gross’s and Chase’s first trip as leaders.  

 

 

  

(iii) Most of the hikers on this trip were teenagers. 
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(iv) Gross and Chase were licensed bear guards. 

 

  

(v) The fence the hikers set up would not hurt a polar bear. 

 

  

(vi) The bear they saw in the afternoon was the second one 

they had encountered on that day. 

  

 

 

3. (i)  Who decided which place to visit?                                     (1 mark) 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

(ii)  Why did this person choose this destination? Mention three reasons.         (3 marks) 

 (a)  __________________________________________________________________ 

 (b)  __________________________________________________________________ 

 (c)  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. List four characteristics of the polar bear.                      (2 marks) 

 

(a)  ______________________________________________________________________ 

(b)  ______________________________________________________________________ 

(c)  ______________________________________________________________________ 

(d)  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. “Scientists predict that this may be changing” (line 12).       

 

(i) What does ‘this’ refer to?                                                                                       (1 mark) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

(ii) What is the reason given for this?                                                                          (1 mark) 

                                                                   

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Quote a sentence to show that a polar bear will not make the distinction between a person and 

an animal when it comes to food.                                                                                    (1 mark) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What measures did the hikers take to protect themselves from bear attacks?               (1 mark) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. What instructions were they asked to follow when they encounter a bear?      (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

       

9. How did the bear react to the flare?        (1 mark) 

 

 

 

 

10. In your own words, explain what the writer means by “To Frankel, it looked like a big dog. 

But to others, it was disconcerting.” (lines 40, 41).                  (2 marks) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Do you think the bear killed Dyer? Quote a sentence to support your answer.  (2 marks) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

12. Find  a word in the text that means the same as:                     (3 marks) 

 

(i)  unspoiled (paragraph 1) _______________________ 

(ii)  landscape (paragraph 2) _______________________              

(iii)  restlessly (paragraph 6)  _______________________                 

 

13. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the text:                           (3 marks) 

 

(i)  desolate (line 17) - _______________________________ 

(ii)  clustered (line 29)  -  _______________________________ 

(iii)  downpour (line 36)  -  _______________________________ 
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14.     What do the following refer to in the text?                                                                  (4 marks) 

 

          (i)    you (line 3)   _____________________________ 

          (ii)   He (line 7)  _____________________________ 

          (iii)   They (line 11)  _____________________________ 

(iii) other (line 22)   _____________________________ 

 

 

15.    Imagine you are Chase. In not more than 60 words of your own words, describe the attack.                                                                              

                                                                                                                                         (5 marks) 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

SECTION 2 – COMPOSITION                                                    50 marks 

 

Choose ONE of the following titles. You are reminded that you will be rewarded for orderly 

presentation of your material, correct layout, spelling, punctuation and grammar, idiomatic expression 

and choice of an appropriate style. You are expected to write between 150 and 200 words on any 

title you choose. 

 

1. Write an article for your school magazine on the benefits of outdoor activities. 

 

2. You have decided to enter a short story competition. Write a story ending with “It was only 

then that I realised what a terrible mistake I had made”. 

 

3. Write the biography of a famous person who has influenced your life to be published in the 

school magazine. 

 

4.   Your classmate, Anne, has invited you to her birthday party and unfortunately you cannot 

make it. Write an email to Anne giving reasons why you cannot accept her invitation.   

 

Start the email in this way: 

 

Date:  

To: anne@zmail.com 

From:  

Subject:  

 


